Facts about the Transportation Improvement Levy and the Wabash Trolley
1. Trolley ridership has increased from approximately 283,000 riders in 2004, to 340,000 riders in 2006, an increase of 20% over three years.

2. For its users, the trolley generates approximately $188,000 in vehicle ownership and operating cost savings annually.
3. Between 2002 and 2006, properties within 0.5 miles of the downtown trolley route experienced significantly greater property value growth than the county average. This suggests that downtown amenities, including the Wabash Trolley, contribute to increased property values.
4. Area rental data suggests that rental properties in close proximity to the Wabash Trolley can command a rent premium of greater than 20%.
5. If the Wabash Trolley was discontinued, downtown parking capacity would need to be expanded by 84 spaces at an estimated $1.2 million in capital cost. This investment in parking would have to be at the expense of the downtown tax base (buildings would have to be removed for surface parking) which would increase property taxes for all other payers.

6. Every dollar of local excess levy funding generates approximately $0.62 in state PMTF funding. If the $360,000 excess levy were discontinued, CityBus would lose an additional $221,769 in state PMTF funding.
7. CityBus compares well to other Indiana public transit agencies in terms of operational effectiveness. CityBus’ per-capita levy is $20.58, which is 30% less than the average for large Indiana fixed route agencies.

8. The Wabash Trolley was recommended by the Up with Downtown Action Agenda and Update 2002 and 2007 as part of a comprehensive economic development plan.

9. Served 722 riders daily at inception; serves 1,800 a day now.

10. Though the majority of riders are students, the trolley makes it possible and encourages residency in the downtown and surrounding areas. In turn, these students pay property taxes and the Transportation Improvement Levy through their rental and lease payments. More importantly these students buy local products and services in downtown and throughout Lafayette. It is important to note that the vast majority of this spending is income from the outside of Lafayette coming into our local economy rather than existing money being circulated from within. This revenue from the outside helps to build wealth and capital within the Lafayette economy and for its citizens.

11. The Trolley and public transportation reduces congestion, traffic and accidents by removing vehicles from the road. This also reduces road and street maintenance which is funded partially by local taxpayers. A further benefit is reduced pollution by having fewer vehicles on the road. Since the Lafayette area is close to being a designated “attainment” area by the US EPA, it is very important to maintain and reduce air pollutants (PM2) since this can negatively impact not only our local citizen’s health, but the health of our economy. As an “attainment” area it would be more difficult for companies to locate in the area and for existing businesses to expand.
12. It is important to maintain and grow downtown for many reasons but if nothing else it is important because the downtown lowers the property taxes for all other taxpayers outside of the area. The Central Business District which is served by the Wabash Trolley represents 7% of the tax base or gross assessed value of the two cities, Lafayette and West Lafayette, but only 4% of the total area. The dense commercial and residential nature of the Central Business District generates more assessed value than other areas of similar size thereby helping to lower the property taxes of others. Compare this to other cities that have abandoned their central city and downtown with their high vacancy rates, abandoned and deteriorated buildings. Areas such as these are a tax burden consuming more resources and services than the tax base can support.
13. The Transportation Improvement Levy helps to maintain Rehile Plaza an important community and public space as well as Access buses for the disabled.
14. The Transportation Improvement Levy helps to leverage state and federal funds which are used to purchase hybrid buses and extend routes. New and extended routes are particularly important as employment opportunities in the health care fields and the community’s two new hospitals are being built on the suburban fringe currently not served by public transportation.

15. Studies have also shown the Trolley helps bring $3.7 million into the downtown economy.
